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Questions

 What has prevented successful regional cooperation and 
identity-building in the region and how it can be overcome?

 Are regional and European integration complementary or 
contradicting goals? 

 How did Albania refrain from political nationalism and 
irredentism? Also how did it contribute for regional stability 
while it refrained from entanglement in Yugoslav wars? 

 But why was the country a “most difficult case of 
democratization” despite its initial favorable conditions that 
foretold a different trajectory? Did it contribute to preclude 
fostering of a regional identity (among other factors)?



Hypotheses for the region

 From warfare to protracted enmity: Western Balkans 
caught between the Scylla of ethnocracy and 
Charybdis of parochialism. 

 Regional integration too little, too late

 Small fragmented markets, little connectivity, much inter 
and intra-political enmity;

 Regional identity still in search to find a replacement 
for a post-Yugoslav inclusive and overarching one;

 Rule of transitocracy and lack of sustainable 
regionalism.



Hypotheses for Albanian case

 Intuitive hypotheses would have predicted the Albanian 
case as a likely case of rapid democratization, given its 
ethnically homogeneous population of the youngest age 
in Europe, coming out of the most isolated communist 
regime with strong totalitarian tendencies. 

 Quite the opposite, not only Albania is facing an uphill 
battle to democratize to the date, but the quality of 
political representation has worsened and currently the 
main debate evokes the question of decriminalization 
of political elite and the justice (and constitutional) 
reform. 



Argument

 The EU’s conditionality approach has been instrumental in 
the process, complimenting the U.S., NATO and other 
international actors` role in the process of ameliorating the 
neighbor relations in the region and moving fast ahead with 
regional cooperation, hopping that it would foster a 
regional identity in the near future. 

 The present paper concentrates on how regional 
cooperation has affected Albania and its relations with the 
Western Balkan neighbors and what is to be expected in the 
near future. 

 Here I argue that parochial agendas has dominated the 
domestic political and public debate, while regional efforts 
have been sidelined or marginalized.  



THE DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESS IN EASTERN 

EUROPE

 Even among the Balkan countries, there are 

idiosyncrasies of the transition processes, with 

various degrees of success regarding their 

democratization paths. 

 Albania is often regarded as a “most difficult case 

of democratisation” or usually treated as an outlier 

compared to other post-communist experiences of 

regime change”



THE DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESS IN 

EASTERN EUROPE

 Albania`s difficulty with democratization relies 
especially in an absurd and contingent political 
antagonism that has not been either based on 
principles, neither in ideology. 

 The roots of the problem is antagonism fuelled by 
ad hominem attacks in order to fill the ideological 
vacuum, to keep the attention away from economic 
and infrastructure problems and inability of the 
political class to offer long lasting solutions.

 Communist hangover



Albania`s Transition and the 

Question of Nationalism

 The data reveals that in 1992 in Albania, with the start 
of democratic transition and power shifts from the 
autocracy of communists to a multi-party system, a new 
opportunity for expanding nationalist propaganda 
opened up. 

 But the discourse was suddenly ‘normalized’, where 
dissent nationalist voices that visualized a pan-Albanian 
federation were marginalized. 

 This mostly happened because of rising international 
actors` pressures that could not tolerate such discourse 
in the eve of ethnic conflict ruptures in nearby rump 
Yugoslavia



EXTERNAL CONSTRAINTS TO ALBANIAN 

TRANSITION: STOPPING NATIONALISM AND 

ENCOURAGING STABILITY

 An Ethnic [Greater] Albania that would rival Milosević`s
“Greater Serbia” as well as “Greater Croatia” projects was 
not what the Contact Group, EU, NATO or other 
international actors wanted. 

 When direct external intervention combined with a seemingly 
elite pact in Albania proper to work toward a unified 
agenda on Kosovo, then we have a much more moderate 
stance of Albanian elite vis-à-vis the Kosovar brethren. 

 Thus, the political rhetoric in Albania and general public 
discourse shifted into one that fully supported the actions 
undertaken by leading Western states, as well as their 
umbrella organizations such as UN, Contact Group, NATO 
etc. 



ALBANIA`S CHALLENGES 

 Most of the Albanian post-communist elections (except 
the 1991-1992), have been characterized from 
irregularities that range from neglect to outright theft of 
votes. 

 The international observers, especially OSCE/ODIHR, 
Delegation of European Commission, U.S. Embassy, etc., 
have always rated Albanian elections as problematic, 
partially free or generally regular and free, but with 
minor problems. 

 Elections ranging from rigged to politically influenced, 
at best partly free.  



ALBANIA`S CHALLENGES

 Political instability has reflected in weak rule of law 

and little trust on institutions;

 Also in tandem with structural problems such as 

fragmentation of agricultural land and poor 

property law implementation, in economic under-

performance.

 The justice system largely perceived as the weakest 

link and immensely corrupt.



ALBANIA`S CHALLENGES

 Together these factors led to raising calls from 

international bodies, as well as some political 

parties and segments of civil society, to amend the 

electoral system, in order to have a fairer 

representation of popular vote and democratic will. 

 Also to find the mechanism for greater public 

debate and involvement of civil society into the mix.

 The scale of economy too small to make it attractive 

to FDIs, so regional cooperation is indispensable. 



ALBANIA`S CURRENT CHALLENGES

 Justice Reform

 Constitutional hurdles

 Political standoff

 Direct and blatant US and EU intervention to 

complete the reforms ASAP. 

 Opening the negotiations with EU in the Fall

Also, important because one of the 35 chapters 

consists on enhancing the regional cooperation 



Greater Regional Cooperation

 Improving relations with Serbia

 Regular meeting once in six months of both 

governments: Albania and Kosovo

 Strong partnership with Montenegro

 Careful and instructive dialogue with FYROM

 Excellent relations with Croatia

 Less contacts with B-H



Conclusions

 However muddling through regional cooperation 

and no existing real ground for development of 

regional identity in the near future. 

 The rule of transitocracy that prevents these 

countries from becoming consolidated democracies

 Half hearted, not resultative top-down political 

initiatives or bottom-up technocratic drives for 

regional integration.



CONCLUSIONS

 Albania did not successfully democratize in the 

aftermath of Communism although it did not face 

nation-building and identity challenges like most of 

the other Eastern European countries. 

 Albania faced the rockiest road to democratization, 

even compared to regional standards in the eve of 

the ethnic wars that led to the dismemberment of 

Yugoslavia. 



Conclusions

 Political antagonism, increased authoritarian 
tendencies and lack of institutionalism: the primary 
factors that explain the postcommunist period;

 Albania`s difficulty with democratization lies 
especially in a continuous political strife that has 
neither principles, nor ideology. 

 Foreign policy, EU integration and regional 
approach peripheral in political debate and little 
publicly debated, while generally the only area 
where more or less a consensus exists. 
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