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European and American electorates are growing more receptive to exclusionary populism and the explicit
rejection of the values of liberal democracy at the heart of the current anti-establishment backlash. Even
though Emmanuel Macron has won the French presidential elections, Marine Le Pen's performance shows that
populism remains a potent electoral force in Europe. Hungarian and Polish governments are the most
illustrative examples of this flourishing phenomenon. Since the previous strategies of mainstream political
elites to overcome the threat posed by populism are not enough anymore, we would like to focus on the
following points:
• How should democratic forces create credible and attractive political alternatives without adopting
populist rhetoric?
• How should democratic forces reframe crucial debates about difficult topics like identity, culture and
migration in order to weaken increasingly nationalistic, xenophobic and authoritarian tendencies?
• How to strengthen arguments in favour of pluralism and democratic values against growing social
demand for non-establishment new politics?
• Which policy solutions should be offered by democratic forces that resonate with their electorates and
address grievances that are driving them towards populist?
• How could political systems (EU, US) deal with the phenomenon of nativist populism?
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