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Jela BAĆOVIĆ is Deputy Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for the 

European Union at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Serbia. From 2007 

to 2012 she served as Ambassador of the Republic of Serbia to the 

Kingdom of Spain and Andorra. Before that Ambassador Baćović was 

Acting Director General of the Directorate General for the EU at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Among other postitions, she was Director at 

the EU Integration Office of Serbia and Montenegro; Co-Chair of the 

SEE Stability Pact Initiative for Social Cohesion; Expert appointed as 

Coordinator of the Second Working Table of the SEE Stability Pact; 

Appointed permanent member of the Working Group for SEE Trade 

Liberalization, Head of the Department of International Economic 

Cooperation and Regional Organizations at the Federal Ministry of 

International Economic Relations of the FRY. Jela Baćović graduated in 

Belgrade at the Faculty of Law of the Belgrade University on 1981.   

 

Péter BALÁZS is director of the Center for EU Enlargement Studies which 

he established in 2005. Research activities of Prof. Balázs are centered on the 

foreign policy of the EU and problems of the late modernization and 

European integration of the Eastern part of the continent. He also analyzes 

the questions of European governance including the future of European 

institutions. Péter Balázs graduated in Budapest at the Faculty of Economics 

of the “Karl Marx” University (later: Budapest School of Economics, today 

Corvinus University). He got his PhD degree and habilitated at the same 

University. He is a ScD of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. In parallel 

with his government and diplomatic career, he has been teaching and doing 

research. He was nominated Professor of the Corvinus University in 2000 

and joined the Central European University as a full time Professor in 2005. 

He is regularly teaching at various Hungarian and foreign universities, 

lecturing in English, French, German and Hungarian. After the systemic change in 1990, Prof. Balázs 

joined the Government of Hungary several times. He was State Secretary for Industry and Trade (1992-

1993) and State Secretary for European Integration (2002-2003). He was Ambassador of Hungary in 

Denmark (1994-1996), Germany (1997-2000) and to the EU in Brussels (2003-2004). He was also the 

Government Representative of Hungary in the European Convention drafting the Constitutional Treaty, 

which became later, after several modifications, the Lisbon Treaty. In 2004, he was nominated the first 

Hungarian Member of the European Commission responsible for regional policy. In 2009-2010, he was 

Foreign Minister of Hungary. 



 

 

 

 

Péter Ákos BOD is director of Institute of Economics at Corvinus 

University of Budapest, and Doctor of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences. Bod is a former governor of the Hungarian central bank, and a 

former cabinet minister of industry and trade. He is vice chairman of the 

Hungarian Economic Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vedran DŽIHIĆ is currently Senior Researcher at oiip – Austrian Institute 

for International Affairs, Lecturer at the Institute for Political Sciences, 

University of Vienna, and Co-Director of Center for Advanced Studies, 

South East Europe. He has been Austrian Marshall Plan Fellow at the Center 

for Transatlantic Relations, School of Advanced International Studies, Johns 

Hopkins University, Washington D.C. Džihić is author of 4 monographs and 

editor/co-editor of further 14 edited volumes/books. He is also author of 

numerous book chapters, scholarly articles, policy papers and op-eds on 

various topics. Recently, he co-edited two books in cooperation with 

Brookings Institutions Press and Center for Transatlantic Relations, SAIS, 

Washington DC: “Unfinished Business. The Western Balkans and the 

International Community” (2012), together with Dan Hamilton, and 

“Looming Shadows. Migration and Integration at a Time of Upheaval. 

European and American Perspectives” (2012), together with Thomas 

Schmidinger. Džihić received his MA and PhD with honours from the University of Vienna.  

 

Miloš ERIĆ researches European economic integration, economic 

development and energy efficiency at the Faculty of Economics, Finance 

and Administration (FEFA) in Belgrade. He also takes interest in 

corporate social responsibility, public management, e-commerce and 

information and communication technologies. Erić has worked as a 

consultant for the World Bank and the German International Cooperation 

(GIZ) on projects related to education financing and financial model 

development for energy efficient retrofitting. He was also a guest lecturer 

at the Institute of Gender Equality of Vojvodina, and gave a masters 

course in public health at the School of Medicine, University of 

Belgrade. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Danijela JAĆIMOVIĆ works at the Faculty of Economics since 1995. Her 

field of interest is International Economics and European Integration. Since 

2014 Prof. Jaćimović is full-time Professor at the Faculty of Economic 

teaching the following undergraduate modules: International Economics, 

Introduction to EU economics; and at the graduate level: EU Institutions and 

International Finance. Also, she works at the Faculty of Political Science 

teaching EU-related courses. Prof. Jaćimović worked as a consultant for 7 

years in a USAID project related to the development of macro statistics in 

Montenegro. She was one of the authors of the monograph about higher 

education impact to Montenegro integration practice published by Springer. 

Part of this monograph deals with Euro and Euro-Atlantic integration  and was 

published by the Montenegrin Academy of Science, than university text books 

relate to EU topics  and text books for elementary and secondary school as well as teachers’ manuals 

author. Jaćimović has published several papers and participated at several conferences related to EU 

topics. Currently Prof. Jaćimović is member of Doctoral studies board at the University of Montenegro. 

 

Boglárka KOLLER is the head of Department of European Studies and 

acting as vice dean for science and international relations at the Faculty of 

International and European Studies, National University of Public Service, 

Budapest. She graduated at the Corvinus University, Budapest as an economist 

in 1998; she holds an MA in Nationalism Studies from the Central European 

University, Budapest and an MSc in European Studies from the London 

School of Economics and Political Science. Her main research areas are 

governance and policy-making in the EU, history and theories of integration, 

differentiated integration and multi-speed Europe, identity issues and 

Euroscepticism in East-Central Europe. She defended her PhD thesis (The 

dynamic model of the post-national identity structure) in 2004 at the Corvinus 

University. She has numerous publications on European integration among 

which there are three books (Nemzet, identitás és politika Európában - 

Nations, identities and politics in Europe -, L’Harmattan, Budapest, 2006.; Európa utazása - Journey of 

Europe. History of EU integration; co-author with Krisztina Arató, Gondolat Kiadó, 2009; Képzelt 

Európa – Imagined Europe; co-author with Krisztina Arató, Balassi Kiadó, 2013) and four edited 

volumes.   

 

Jovana MAROVIĆ is a research coordinator at the Institute Alternativa 

(Podgorica based think tank and   scientific research institute). She holds a PhD 

from the Faculty of Political Sciences in Belgrade with a dissertation 

“Structural democracy problems in the EU Political system.” Jovana has 

successfully completed several specialized diplomatic programs, including 

Diplomatic Academy organized by the Law Faculty in Podgorica and the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Since March 2012 she is a member of the working 

group for Chapter XXIII – Judiciary and fundamental rights – in preparation for 

accession of Montenegro to the EU. 



 

 

 

Tamás NOVÁK is Associate professor at Budapest Business School - 

College of International Management and Business and senior research fellow 

in the Centre for Economic and Regional Studies of the Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences. He was the 2013/2014 Austrian Marshall Plan Foundation Fellow 

in Central European studies at the Centre for Transatlantic Relations, Paul H. 

Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins 

University. His main field of research and teaching over the past twenty years 

has been centered on the different aspects of social and economic transition 

and policies of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) with particular focus on 

Hungary, the V4 countries, and the Western Balkans. 

 

 

 

Marko SAVKOVIĆ works as Program Coordinator at the Belgrade Fund for 

Political Excellence (BFPE),   where he is primarily tasked with directing the 

program of the Belgrade Security Forum (www.belgradeforum.org). 

Previously, also at BFPE, he was in charge of the Regional Academy for 

Democracy (www.radwb.eu), an initiative aiming to build “the next 

generation of political leadership in the Western Balkans”. Previously, Marko 

worked as a researcher in the Belgrade Centre for Security Policy (BCSP), 

specializing in the fields of defense reform, civil-military relations and Euro-

Atlantic integration. While working in BCSP, he co-authored the first 

"Dictionary of European Security" published in BHS languages, followed by a 

pioneering study in peacekeeping practices of Western Balkans’ countries. As 

of this year, he is a PhD candidate at the Belgrade Faculty of Political Science, 

researching into what he sees as "privatization" of peace-building efforts 

worldwide. His work and thoughts have been published extensively in academic journals (Journal of 

Regional Security, Analytical, Vojno delo) as well as various magazines and portals (Novi magazin, 

European Voice, Pescanik.net). 

 

Hana SEMANIĆ is a researcher at the Central European University, Centre 

for EU Enlargement Studies (CENS). She joined CENS in November 2010, 

concentrating on SEE-EU relations with a special focus on the Western 

Balkans. Hana earned her M.A. degree in International Relations and European 

Studies from the CEU in 2010. Her thesis focused on the security sector reform 

analyzing the dissimilar forms and modalities of local ownership in defense and 

police reforms in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Before coming to the CEU, she 

worked for a development agency (2007-2009) managing a cross-border 

cooperation project between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

John SHATTUCK is president and rector of CEU. Before coming to 

CEU, he was CEO of the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, a 

national public affairs center in Boston, and Senior Fellow at Tufts 

University, where he taught human rights and international relations. 

President Shattuck served as Assistant Secretary of State for 

Democracy, Human Rights and Labor under President Clinton, playing 

a major role in the establishment by the UN of the International 

Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia; assisting an 

international coalition under UN authority to restore a democratically-

elected government to Haiti; and negotiating the Dayton Peace 

Agreement and other efforts to end the war in BiH. Subsequently he 

served as US Ambassador to the Czech Republic, working with the Czech government to assist in 

overhauling the country’s legal system, and with Czech educators to support innovative civic education 

programs in the country’s schools and universities. In recognition of his human rights leadership, he has 

received the International Human Rights Award from the UN Association of Boston; the Ambassador’s 

Award from the American Bar Association Central and East European Law Initiative; and the Tufts 

University Jean Mayer Global Citizenship Award. 

 

Tamás SZIGETVÁRI is a senior research fellow at the Institute for World 

Economics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences since 1996. He is also an 

associate professor at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University since 2010. His 

graduate and postgraduate studies were undertaken at the Budapest 

University of Economic Studies (Corvinus University). His current research 

activity concentrates on the European neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marija VUKSANOVIĆ is a coordinator of the Rule of Law Program at the 

Centre for Democracy and Human Rights. Marija holds a degree of the Law 

Faculty of the State University and is currently working on her master thesis 

at the Faculty of Political Science. Her field of expertise covers judicial 

reform, human and minority rights and social inclusion. In recent years, she 

has coordinated several projects dealing with asylum and migration reform in 

Montenegro. Marija is a member of CEDEM’s Trial Monitoring Team and 

has participated in several working groups for drafting legislation in areas of 

social policy and civil society development.   

 
 


