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Péter BALAZS is the director of the Center for EU Enlargement Studies which he
established in 2005. His research activities include foreign policy of the EU, problems of
the late modernization and European integration of the Eastern part of the continent
and questions of European governance including the future of European institutions. He
graduated in Budapest at the Faculty of Economics of the “Karl Marx” University (today
Corvinus University). He got his PhD and habilitated at the same University. He is a ScD
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He was nominated Professor of the Corvinus
University in 2000 and joined the Central European University as a full time Professor in
2005. He was State Secretary for Industry and Trade (1992-1993) and State Secretary for
European Integration (2002- 2003). He was Ambassador of Hungary in Denmark (1994-
1996), Germany (1997-2000) and to the EU in Brussels (2003-2004). He was also the
Government Representative of Hungary in the European Convention drafting the
Constitutional Treaty, which became later, after several modifications, the Lisbon
v Treaty. In 2004, he was the first Hungarian Member of the European Commission
responsible for regional policy. In 2009-2010, he was Foreign Minister of Hungary.

Vladimir BARTOVIC is the director of EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy. He
graduated in international trade and international politics at the University of
Economics, Faculty of International Relations (Prague). He also studied at
Universidad de Granada, Faculty of Political Science and Sociology.

In 2011-2012, he served as director of Strategic Planning and Analysis at the
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. He also worked
as editor in Integrace magazine. He has been lecturing on topical EU issues at the
Institute of Public Administration and the Czech National Bank. He co-operated with
OSCE election missions in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Kosovo. His main areas of
expertise are: EU institutional issues, EU enlargement with the focus on Western
Balkans, Slovak foreign and domestic policy and economic issues.




Levente BENKO is Undersecretary of State for security policy at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary since 2014. Between 2010 and 2014 he served
as the Head of the Department of Common Foreign and Security Policy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Before joining the Ministry, he was the secretary of the
Hungarian EPP delegation at the European Parliament (2008-2010), was foreign
policy advisor at the Hungarian Parliament (2003-2008) and at the Prime Minister’s
Office (1999-2003). He graduated from the Faculty of Humanities of the Eotvos
Lorand University in 2000 after studying history, English and political science.

Susi DENNISON is a senior policy fellow at the European Council on Foreign
Relations (ECFR) where she works on a range of projects, including the annual
Scorecard and the European Union’s Global Strategy. Within the Middle East &
North Africa Program, she focuses on EU relations with North Africa and takes
a particular interest in human rights, justice, and democracy questions. Before
joining ECFR in 2010, Susi worked for Amnesty International, carrying out
advocacy on human rights protection and promotion in the EU's relationship
with Africa, Asia, and the Americas. She was also the civil society
representative in the Human Rights and Good Governance partnership of the
EU Africa strategy from 2008 to 2010. Susi began her career in HM Treasury in
the United Kingdom. There she held a range of positions, beginning in the EU
Co-ordination and Strategy team of the then directorate for Macroeconomic
Policy and International Finance working on the co-ordination of ECOFIN
positions and contributing to the Social Europe Working Group of the Convention on the Future of Europe.

Edit INOTAI is an independent journalist and foreign policy analyst of the
Hungarian business weekly Figyel6 (Observer) and senior fellow at the
Centre for Euro-Atlantic Integration in Budapest. Before joining CEID, she
worked as the Foreign Editor of Népszabadsag (2010-2014) after serving
as correspondent in Berlin (2003-2007) and as a journalist at the Foreign
Desk of Népszabadsag (1997-2003) covering a wide range of topics. Her
main focus areas were European affairs, Spain, Latin-America. She
worked as a special envoy to Madrid, Buenos Aires and Santiago de
Chile. Edit earned her PhD at the Corvinus University, Budapest (2001);
she speaks English, Spanish and German.




