The CEU Center for EU Enlargement Studies (CENS)
and the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Budapest cordially invite you to the conference:

“The Quality of Democracy:
25 Years Later”

Central European University, Budapest
Nador utca 9, Monument Building, Popper Room

2d of June (Monday) 2014, 9:00 am - 1:30 pm

Description: 2014 is the 25-year anniversary of the fall of the communist regimes of Eastern and Central Europe,
and it also marks the 10-year anniversary of European Union membership for the Visegrad 4. For this reason, an
evaluation of the progress made by these states in certain sectors is opportune. Generally, the histories of V4
countries over the last quarter of century are interpreted as a narrative of direct and total progress, emerging from
the East and merging with Europe. The European Union, the 2004 enlargement and eventual membership were
seen as the most important factor in the building of democracy and a pluralistic society in the East. The adoption
of European norms in the areas of public liberties and human rights were taken as a proof of the efficacy of the
“soft power” exercised by the Union. However, a decade after achieving full EU membership, there are still issues
in some sectors which can be regarded as affecting the quality of democracy. Therefore, a synthetic overview of
the quality of democracy and pluralism is in order.

Panel I. — Liberties and Human Rights

Panel 1. — Equalities, Pluralism and the value of citizenship

For a detailed program and the list of speakers, please see the attached document.

Contact person: Szele Aron RSVP: szele_aron@-ceu-budapest.edu
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